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Welcome to the Virtual Public Information Center for the ROUTE 20 PATERSON: SAFETY, DRAINAGE & 

RESURFACING Construction Project, presented by the New Jersey Department of Transportation 
(NJDOT). 
 
The Route 20 Paterson project improvements include pavement resurfacing, drainage improvements, 
traffic signal upgrades, and roadway safety improvements including guide rail, signing and striping. 
 
The goal of this public information center is to describe the existing conditions within the project area, 
describe the project improvements and solicit feedback from the public regarding the proposed 
improvements. 
 

This public comment period will run for two weeks, after which the comment period will close, 
but the presentation will remain on the website for an additional few weeks. 
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The presentation will begin with an explanation of the project background and existing conditions. 
 
This will be followed by the purpose and need of the project and a discussion of the Project 
Improvements. 
 
We will also cover the project schedule and recently awarded construction cost. 
 
Finally, we will provide information on how the public can provide feedback on the proposed 
improvements. 
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This project is located in the cities of Paterson and Clifton, New Jersey within the County of Passaic. 
 
Route 20, which is locally known as McLean Boulevard, is an urban principal arterial state highway that 
is 4.1 miles in length and runs along the west bank of the Passaic River between US 46 and County Route 
504. Route 20 is a four to six-lane divided highway that travels under the New York, Susquehanna and 
Western Railway’s New Jersey Subdivision line, through a mix of residential and commercial areas, 
intersecting with New Jersey State Highway Route 4 and Interstate-80, which is recognized as a Primary 
Highway Freight System on the National Highway Freight Network. 
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Route 20 experiences heavy flooding which frequently leads to traffic back-ups and sometimes even 
road closures. During major storm events, Route 20 is inundated by floodwaters from the Passaic River 
at multiple locations; it can take days for the floodwaters to subside, leaving portions of Route 20 
underwater and impassible to both pedestrians and vehicles. 
 
Route 20 also experiences crashes more frequently than the statewide average.   
 
Two specific areas of concern, relating to both flooding over overrepresented crashes, were identified 
for intersection improvements: Route 20 at Edward Avenue and Route 20 at 5th Avenue. 
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Flooding on Route 20 in Paterson occurs both as a result of stormwater runoff flowing directly onto the 
roadway, exceeding the capacity of the drainage system, as well as flooding from the Passaic River 
following long periods of rainfall - which is common throughout the Passaic River Basin. This flooding 
has resulted in major traffic back-ups, road closures and increased accident rates in the heavily used 
project area. 
 
Low point roadway elevations at Broadway and 5th Avenue intersections result in above-average 
flooding during heavy rains. 
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As previously noted, flooding is not the only existing concern along the corridor; safety is also an issue 
which will be addressed as part of this project. 
 
There are two specific intersections with significant safety issues identified in the Route 20 project area: 
Edward Avenue and 5th Avenue. 
 
At both of these intersections, data shows that crashes are occurring in excess of the statewide average. 
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The primary purpose of the proposed project is to upgrade the substandard drainage system of Route 
20 to reduce the frequency of flooding from the Passaic River and improve safety while also reducing 
the crash rate along the corridor. 
 
The following roadway needs have been identified: 
• To reduce impact of flooding along the Passaic River, the Route 20 profile will be raised about 3.5’ in 

the area from Seventh Avenue to Fifth Avenue, and ramp connections to Fifth Avenue will be 
reconstructed as part of this improvement. In addition, drainage facilities within the project limits will 
be upgraded, and additional inlets will be placed where needed to reduce spread. 

• To reduce the crash rate and improve safety to the traveling public, connecting ramps at two 
locations will be reconstructed and the entire corridor will be resurfaced. 

• To increase accessibility for the pedestrians, improvements will include upgraded sidewalks, 
countdown pedestrian heads where currently lacking at traffic signals, and the installation of ADA 
ramps where appropriate. 
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As noted, the proposed improvements associated with this project will upgrade the substandard 
drainage system of Route 20, as well as improve safety along the corridor. 
 
Specific project improvements include the following: 
• The entire length of Route 20 will be resurfaced; this is 4.1 miles total. 
 
• There will be Two Reconstruction Areas for Safety and Geometric Improvements 

• Route 4 / East 43rd/Route 20 Ramps /  
• Route 20 / Fifth Ave/Connector Ramps   

 
• There will be upgrades to existing lighting, guiderail, ADA compliant curb ramps and sidewalk 
 
• Traffic Signal Improvements, summarized as follows: 

• (1) New Signal - Route 4 / Route 20 Ramps / East 43rd Street 
• (1) Full Replacement - Route 20 / Fifth Ave Connector Ramps 
• (7) Rehabilitations/Upgrades (noted here from south to north (or from the bottom of your 

screen to the top)) 
• Crooks Ave / Service Road B 
• Route 20 / 18th Ave Jughandle 
• Route 20 / Edward Ave 
• Route 20 / SB U-turn 
• Route 20 / Tenth Ave 
• Route 20 Connector Ramps / Fifth Ave / Home Depot Driveway 
• Route 20 / Fourth Ave 

•  (1) Removal 
• Route 20 / Fifth Avenue 

 
• Stormwater Drainage Improvements will consist of 2 detention basins, 5 Manufactured Treatment 

Devices and14 Outfalls as well as raising a portion of the roadway above the Passaic River 
floodplain. 

 
• There will be 6 Structures added on the job: (a Drilled Shaft Retaining Wall at the 5th Avenue 

Connector proposed intersection, 4 Cantilever Sign Structures and 1 Overhead Sign Structure at 
and approaching the Route 4/East 43rd Street and Edward Avenue Intersections. 

 
• Finally, there will be utility upgrades, replacements and relocations as necessary along the corridor. 
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Throughout Route 20, the existing stormwater drainage system will be upgraded with additional inlets 
and new pipes. Inlets and pipes will reduce gutter spread and convey stormwater to the new detention 
basins. Other improvements include replacing undersized pipes and constructing new headwalls and 
riprap scour pads at outfall locations along the Passaic River.  The new drainage system, along with 
other required improvements, will reduce lane closures during storm events.  
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This photo is looking north, from just south of the intersection of Route 20 at 5th Avenue, during one of 
the major flooding events. 
 
Significant portions of the Route 20 Paterson Project fall within the 20-year flood zone. Each year, there 
are rainfall events that cause floodwater inundations, which degrade the roadway, impede traffic flow, 
and adversely affect the Passaic River. 
 
The improvements associated with this project will employ two strategies to provide a more resilient 
roadway. 
 
As previously noted, Route 20 will be raised by approximately 3.5 feet in this area, between 5th and 7th 
Avenues to bring the roadway above the ten-year flood elevation of the Passaic River.  This 2.5 mile 
segment of Route 20 is the existing low point of the corridor and most prone to flooding events that 
result in lane and roadway closures. 
 
Additional improvements include the upgrades to the existing drainage system discussed on the 
previous slide. 
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This project will improve safety and geometric deficiencies at the intersection of Route 20 and Edward 
Avenue, including removal of substandard left turn lane, sight distance, signals and signage. Proposed 
revisions at this intersection, including removing the Route 20 median opening, will require the existing 
signal to be replaced. A Red Signal Ahead electronic sign will be installed to improve visibility on the 
horizontal curve on Route 20 southbound. It is anticipated that any pedestrians walking along Route 20 
southbound north of the signal would utilize the new signal at Edward Avenue and East 43rd Street to 
cross Route 4.  
 
The existing substandard left turn lane from Route 20 northbound to Edward Avenue will be removed 
once a new ramp at Route 4 is built, which will eliminate any signals facing Route 20 northbound at 
Edward Avenue.  
 
Additionally, the Route 20 southbound juncture with Edward Avenue will be reconfigured for right-in / 
right-out traffic movements. The left-turn barrier opening, from Route 20 Northbound to Edward 
Avenue, will be closed, and traffic will be redirected to the Route 4 East exit to the south (East 43rd 
Street will be added to  signs). 
 
The intersection of East 43rd Street and Route 4 (Broadway) will be reconfigured to add a traffic signal. 
The intersection will be reconstructed and signalized, and will provide new ramp connections from 
Route 20 northbound to Broadway westbound and East 43rd Street northbound. It will also include 
crosswalks, pedestrian signal heads/pushbuttons and ADA curb ramps. The pedestrian features will 
complement the existing pedestrian overpass bridge which crosses Route 4 just west of the intersection.  
The overpass connects to Eastside Park in the East Side Historic Park District.  
 
One “Red Signal Ahead” electronic sign will be installed to improve safety and visibility. In addition to 
new signal hardware, a steel pole with a 45’ arm would be added to mount lane use signs over Route 20 
northbound Ramp approach. The existing Route 20 southbound loop ramp to Route 4 eastbound will be 
eliminated to address safety concerns.  
 
Regarding traffic operations, without any improvements, there is expected to be overall degradation.  
Notably, the Route 20 northbound Left and Edward Avenue EB Right turns are anticipated to be worse if 
left in their current condition. 
 
With the project improvements, however, not only would these movements not be expected to be 
degraded through time, but the through movement along Route 20 southbound would improve.   
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The roadway at 5th Avenue will be raised 3.5 feet in order to protect Route 20 from the 10-Year Passaic 
River flood. Therefore, the Ramp Connector to County Route 652 must be reconstructed. As a result of 
these improvements, a new retaining wall must be constructed along Route 20 southbound in this area. 
The ramp from Route 20 northbound to 5th Avenue will be reconfigured, with increased left-turn 
storage on Route 20. 
 
In conjunction with the reconfiguration of the ramp and the lengthening of the left-turn lane, the 
existing traffic signal at Route 20 and 5th Avenue will be replaced with a new signal that will control all 
through and turn movements of vehicles. The signal will feature a longer left turn lane along Route 20 
northbound to eliminate the queue extending into the thru lane. Furthermore, the intersection will 
eliminate the free-flowing acceleration lane to Route 20 southbound by adding two right turn lanes to 
the signal.  Fifth Avenue will be one way only between Route 20 southbound and the Connector 
Ramp/Home Depot signal.  
 
The three signals along Route 20 in this area will be synchronized (5th Avenue Connector Ramps, Fair 
Lawn Avenue, 4th Avenue). The signal at 5th Avenue/Connector Ramp/Home Depot will be coordinated 
with the Route 20/5th Avenue Connector Ramp signal to ensure there are no traffic backups and queue 
lengths do not extend onto Route 20.  
 
It is also assumed that pedestrians traveling along Route 20 southbound will utilize Fifth Avenue. 
Currently, there is no pedestrian access on Route 20 at the Fair Lawn Avenue intersection to the Fair 
Lawn Avenue Bridge. There is a sidewalk on the existing Fair Lawn Avenue Bridge, but it terminates at 
the Route 20 northbound curb-line. The proposed Fair Lawn Avenue Bridge will have a 6’ wide sidewalk 
that will terminate with a compliant curb ramp and crosswalk across Route 20 at the Fair Lawn Avenue 
signal. NJDOT is currently coordinating with Bergen County on the construction and rehabilitation of the 
Fair Lawn Avenue Bridge, which is scheduled to be completed in late 2023. As part of this effort, the 
Route 20 Paterson project improvements will provide a new option for pedestrians and provide safe, 
controlled access to the Fair Lawn Avenue Bridge.  
 
Lastly, this improvement will also add missing sidewalks along eastbound 4th Avenue, along Route 20 
southbound between 4th and 5th Avenue, westbound, 5th Avenue, Route 20 southbound between 5th 
and 7th Avenue (along the Connector Ramp).  This creates full connectivity along Route 20 southbound 
between 4th and 7th Avenues and between Fair Lawn Avenue and 4th/5th Avenues.  
 
Similar to the traffic operations improvements at Route 20 and Edward Avenue, there will be overall 
improvements at this location as well associated with the project improvements at this location. 
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Construction for this project is anticipated to take approximately 38 months from start to finish. 
• Stage 1 will run concurrently with Stages 1A through 3B and will have a duration of approximately 14 

months. 
• Stage 4 will run concurrently with Stages 4A-7 and have a duration of approximately 9 months. 
• The remainder of Stages 4A – 7 will conclude within 23 months after starting. 
(To note, Stage 4A cannot commence until the adjacent Fair Lawn Avenue Bridge construction project is 
complete.) 
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During construction of the new signalized intersection at Route 4, East 43rd street and Route 20 Ramps, 
each roadway will remain open during daytime hours.  Road closures will occur during nighttime hours 
and traffic will follow posted detours.  Construction in this area will be completed in approximately 14 
months.   
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During construction of the new signalized intersection and realigned ramps at Route 20 and Fifth 
Avenue, Route 20 will be reduced to one lane in each direction for approximately 13 months.  Fifth 
Avenue will be closed and detoured for approximately 10 months. 
 
Posted detours will be provided for the Route 20 NB U-turn, Route 20 SB U-turn and Fifth 
Avenue.  These detours will be in place for approximately 10 months. 
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Several innovative approaches have been utilized on this project for maximum effectiveness: 
  
Two flashing red signal ahead signs will be installed on the job. 

• One location will be approximately 750 feet in advance of the Route 20 SB stop at the intersection 
with Edward Avenue.  

• A second flashing red signal ahead sign will be installed in advance of the intersection to be 
constructed at Route 4/Broadway and East 43rd Street.   

 
Dilemma zone detection will be utilized at the Fifth Avenue & Home Depot Driveway intersection for 
vehicles traveling eastbound on Fifth Avenue.  Utilizing this type of detection, a radar detector identifies 
a vehicle’s speed and distance from the intersection and send a message to the signal controller that will 
extend the green time so that a vehicle can clear the intersection safely.   
  
In addition, these four signals will be coordinated through time-based synchronization utilizing GPS.: 

• Route 20/5th Avenue connector ramps  

• 5th Avenue connector ramps/5th Avenue/Home Depot  

• Route 20/Fair Lawn Avenue  

• Route 20/4th Avenue   
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As to be expected, there will be several associated logistical impacts, shown here on this slide. 
 
• 20 parcels will be impacted relating to various right-of-way acquisitions and easements. 
• 1 driveway will be widened in association with the project improvements. 
• 3 driveways will be closed. 
Coordination with affected property owners is underway; affected property owners have been notified. 
 
• Environmental impacts will include NJDEP permits, which have already been obtained. 

• To be noted – The Eastside Park Historic District will not be impacted by the improvements 
associated with this project. 
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• Construction for this project is anticipated to be begin August 2022. 
• The anticipated substantial completion for the project is Fall 2025. 
• The awarded construction contract for this project was in the amount of $48.5 Million dollars. 
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Thank you for attending the Virtual Public Information Center for the ROUTE 20 PATERSON: SAFETY, 
DRAINAGE & RESURFACING Construction Project. 
 
If you have any comments, suggestions or inquiries for additional information, during the 2-week 
comment period of this Public Information Center, which will close August 1, 2022, please utilize the 
comment box on the presentation website noted on this slide. 
https://taylorwiseman.com/njdotvirtualpic/Route20PatersonImprovements 
 
Once the comment period has closed, and then throughout the construction of this project, Anthony 
Sytko at the NJDOT Office of Community Relations will be a resource for additional information.  His 
contact information is also listed on this slide. 
 
Anthony Sytko 
Regional Coordinator 
Office of Community Relations 
New Jersey Department of Transportation 
1035 Parkway Ave., PO Box 600 
Trenton, NJ 08625 
Phone: (609)963-1982 
Anthony.Sytko@dot.nj.gov 
 
 

 
 

 


